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avid – eager, enthusiastic, 
interested

Bortle scale – a scale for 
measuring light pollution 

butte – an isolated hill with a 
flat top and steep sides 

ecosystem – the biological 
organisms within a physical 
environment

endemic – native to a 
particular place

exhilarating – causing 
excitement, elation, happiness

fumarole – an opening in the 
earth, similar to a vent, from 
which volcanic gas can escape

gnarled – bent, twisted

mesa – similar to a butte, but 
wider

petroglyph – ancient image 
created by carving or etching 
on a rock surface

pinnacle – a tall, pointed 
column of rock

playa – the bottom of a desert 
basin that sometimes fills with 
water

remnant – a small amount 
that remains of something 
originally larger

siltstone – a type of 
sedimentary rock

stalactite – a mineral 
formation shaped like an icicle 
that hangs from the ceiling of 
a cave

stalagmite – a mineral 
formation that rises from the 
floor of a cave

tree line – the edge of an area 
beyond which trees are no 
longer able to grow

troglobite – an animal that 
lives exclusively in dark caves

tufa rock – a type of porous 
limestone



Did you enjoy this glossary?
At Storylark Road, we believe that the power of storytelling makes learning fun and memorable. 
That’s why we’ve designed our Hello, United States! units to bring knowledge to life through story-
based learning. In these units, we highlight key words in the context of an exciting adventure, 
helping your child connect with the material. This glossary sheet includes those highlighted words, 
providing definitions for you to explore together.

If you and your student would like to continue the journey through the beautiful state of Nevada, 
be sure to check out the complete Hello, Nevada! unit—over 30 pages of educational fun that turns 
geography into a subject your student will love.

Ready to purchase the full unit and unlock all of Nevada’s adventures?
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