
Name ____________________        Date ________________

Figurative or Literal?
Identify whether each sentence shows figurative 

language or literal language. 

1. It was raining cats and dogs. ____figurative language____

2. I was hungry, so I ate a big breakfast.                      ______________________

3. The sky was as bright as a diamond.         ______________________

4. Wow! She is as fast as a cheetah! ______________________

5. My mom was late to the concert. ______________________

6. Mr. Smith and Ms. Dennehy are as busy as bees!       ______________________

7. The meadow is calm and quiet. ______________________

8. I bought new shoes for school and they cost 

me an arm and a leg! ______________________

9. We had two snow days last week. ______________________

10. Over the weekend, I ran 6 miles in a race. ______________________

11. After I got in trouble at school again, my 

grandma told me “That’s the last straw!” ______________________



12. We were walking through the hallway as 

quiet as mice! ______________________

13. Over summer vacation, I read six books.                  ______________________

14. I was so hungry, I could’ve eaten a horse!         ______________________

15. My favorite part of the movie was when 

Nemo got reunited with his dad. ______________________

16. What time does school start? ______________________

17. The TV show was boring. It was like 

watching grass grow.      ______________________

18. The dog’s fur was as white as snow. ______________________

19. We have a busy day planned today. ______________________

20. I had so much fun at the golf course last week! ______________________

Write your own example of figurative language:

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

Write your own example of literal language:

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________


