The Fourth
of July
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celebrated each year on July

dence Day is an American holiday
4t This special day
began almost 250 years ago and is known today

for fireworks, barbeques, and parades.
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History of July 4*
In the begi
Great Britain. On July

nning, America was ruled by Declaration of
4, 1776, America’s founders Independence
came together to approve the Declaration of Independence. This
important document was made because Americans wanted to be
free from Great Britain. On this day, America’s |eaders said the
nation was its own country and would not follow the rules of Great

Britain’s king anymore.
Four days later (July 8, 1776) the
Declaration of Independence was read for the
first time in public. One year after the
declaration was approved, the first Fourth of
July celebration was held in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. The city rang
bells and launched fireworks. Almost 100 years later, in 1870, the
government named the Fourth of July a national holiday.

July 4t Today
Fourth of July is celebrated across the

United States today as a day of American pride.
EFamilies and friends get together for barbeques %
and picnics. Patriotic parades and events can be found across all 50

states. American flags are hung and people proudly wear red, white,
and blue. Bands play music and firework displays light up the night

Did you know?
Almost 150 million hot
dogs are eaten on July 4t
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What is this article mostly about?
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What is the meaning of patriotic?
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Which detail explains why Independence Day is celebri
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b. The city rang bells and launched fireworks.
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Directions and Tips for Use

This freebie is part of a complete unit! Check out the full description below!

This product is designed for students to practice their informational reading skills with high interest topics of the theme, “Summer”.
These passages can be used in a variety of ways including but not limited to: guided reading groups, skills based groups, morning
work/bell work, homework, independent practice, and more! You may also choose to model close reading strategies for students and
allow them to practice marking up the text and answering the comprehension questions.

Each passage is written at two different grade level ranges (39/4™h and 5M/6™) and includes photographs and text features. Passages
range from approximately 200 words to 250 words. The levels vary by vocabulary, sentence structure, and sentence length. You wiill
notice each passage is coded with two small circles in the bottom left corner as a reference to the two levels. Every fitle is
accompanied by four rigorous text dependent questions, printed side-by-side for saving paper and ink. Students will learn the format
of these activities because the overall structure remains the same, allowing them to focus on the challenge of reading and
comprehending informational texts.

There are four response types for each passage.

1. Students determine the main idea.

2. Studentsinfer the meaning of a key vocabulary word and support their inference with text evidence.

3. Students answer a multiple choice question that requires them to refer to the text.

4. Students will identify key details and complete a graphic organizer, allowing them to apply what they have read.

All questions are Common Core Aligned and designed to assess students’ comprehension after reading the passage.

A Scope and Sequence Guide is included and can be used to guide your instructional decisions and printing.
An Answer Key is also included. The correct answers apply to both differentiated passages for easy scoring and grading.

L’ Check out the (ull 10 passage download here:
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Skills Outline and Answer Key

The Long Days of Summer

Main idea, inferring vocabulary, cause and effect, identify key details

The Fourth of July

Main idea, inferring vocabulary, explanation of details, sequence of events

e Cream or Gelato?

Main idea, infarring vocabulary, text structure, compare and contrast

Wonderful Watermelons

Main idea, inferring vocabulary, using text features, identify key details

The Fourth of July

1. Independence Day is a national holiday Americans celebrate to
remember when we declared our country independent from
Great Britain.

2. showing and expressing support for one’s country

3.D

4. In 1776, the Declaration of Independence was approved. Then,
Americans celebrated their freedom. In 1870, July 4t was
declared a national holiday. Today, families celebrate with BBQs,
fireworks, and parades.

@O 3't/4% grads ®® /0" grade




The Fourth of «July

Understanding Key Ideas and Details

Independence Day is an American holiday
celebrated each year on July 4%, This special day
began almost 250 years ago and is known today
for fireworks, barbeques, and parades.

History of July 4t

In the beginning, America was ruled by
Great Britain. On July 4%, 1776, America’s founders
came together to approve the Declaration of Independence. This
important document was made because Americans wanted to be
free from Great Britain. On this day, America’s leaders said the
nation was its own country and would not follow the rules of Great
Britain’s king anymore.

Four days later (July 8, 1776) the
Declaration of Independence was read for the
first time in public. One year after the

. declaration was approved, the first Fourth of
July celebration was held in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. The city rang
bells and launched fireworks. Almost 100 years later, in 1870, the
government named the Fourth of July a national holiday.

July 4t Today

Fourth of July is celebrated across the
United States today as a day of American pride. %
Families and friends get together for barbeques
and picnics. Patriotic parades and events can be found across all 50
states. American flags are hung and people proudly wear red, white,
and blue. Bands play music and firework displays light up the night
sky.

Did you know?
Almost 150 million hot
dogs are eaten on July 4th,

What is this article mostly about?

Key Vocabulary

What is the meaning of patriotic?

What clues support your inference?

q Multiple. Ghoice

Which detail explains why Independence Day is celebrated on July 4th?
a. Independence Day is an American holiday celebrated each year on July 4t,

b. The city rang bells and launched fireworks.

c. Almost 100 years later, in 1870, the government named the Fourth of July a

national holiday.

d. On this day, America’s leaders said the nation was its own country and would :
not follow the rules of Great Britain’s king anymore.

Apply It!

Independence Day Timeline

In 1776,
—

Then,

In 1870,
——




The Fourth of «July

Understanding Key Ideas and Details

Independence Day is an American holiday
celebrated each year on July 4t. Best known
today for fireworks, barbeques, and parades, this
special day actually started almost 250
years ago.

History of July 4t | == = |

e A Ra A ; led b Declaralion of

r.1 . e beginning, America was. ruled by Independence
Great Britain. On July 4th, 1776, America’s founders
came together to approve the Declaration of Independence. This
important document was created because Americans wanted to be
free from Great Britain. On this day, America’s founders said the
nation was its own country and would no longer follow the rules of

the British king.

Four days later (July 8, 1776) the
Declaration of Independence was read for the
first time in public. One year after the

Rif | , declaration was approved, the first Fourth of
July celebration was held in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. The city rang
bells loudly and launched fireworks. Almost 100 years later, in 1870,
the American government named the Fourth of July a national
holiday.

Fourth of July Today

Fourth of July is celebrated across the
United States today as a day of American pride.
Families and friends gather for barbeques and picnics. Patriotic
parades and activities can be found across all 50 states. American
flags are hung and people proudly wear red, white, and blue. Bands
play music and firework displays light up the night sky.

Did you know?
Almost 150 million hot
dogs are eaten on July 4th,

What is this article mostly about?

Key Vocabulary

What is the meaning of patriotic?

What clues support your inference?

q Multiple. Ghoice

Which detail explains why Independence Day is celebrated on July 4th?
a. Independence Day is an American holiday celebrated each year on July 4t,

b. The city rang bells loudly and launched fireworks.

c. Almost 100 years later, in 1870, the American government named the Fourth of

July a national holiday.

d. On this day, America’s founders said the nation was its own country and would

no longer follow the rules of the British king.

Independence Day Timeline

In 1776,
—

Then,

In 1870,
——




The Fourth of «July

Understanding Key Ideas and Details

Independence Day is an American holiday
celebrated each year on July 4%, This special day
began almost 250 years ago and is known today
for fireworks, barbeques, and parades.

History of July 4t —

In the beginning, America was ruled by
Great Britain. On July 4th, 1776, America’s founders | Independence
came together to approve the Declaration of Independence. This
important document was made because Americans wanted to be
free from Great Britain. On this day, America’s leaders said the

nation was its own country and would not follow the rules of Great
Britain’s king anymore.

Four days later (July 8, 1776) the
Declaration of Independence was read for the
first time in public. One year after the

, =2 declaration was approved, the first Fourth of
July celebration was held in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. The city rang
bells and launched fireworks. Almost 100 years later, in 1870, the
government named the Fourth of July a national holiday.

July 4t Today

Fourth of July is celebrated across the
United States today as a day of American pride.
Families and friends get together for barbeques
and picnics. Patriotic parades and events can be found across all 50
states. American flags are hung and people proudly wear red, white,
and blue. Bands play music and firework displays light up the night
sky.

Did you know?
Almost 150 million hot
dogs are eaten on July 4th,

What is this article mostly about?

Key Vocabulary

What is the meaning of patriotic?

What clues support your inference?

q Multiple. Ghoice

Which detail explains why Independence Day is celebrated on July 4th?

a. Independence Day is an American holiday celebrated each year on July 4t,
b. The city rang bells and launched fireworks.
c. Almost 100 years later, in 1870, the government named the Fourth of July a

national holiday.

d. On this day, America’s leaders said the nation was its own country and would :
not follow the rules of Great Britain’s king anymore.

Apply It!

Independence Day Timeline

In 1776,

Then,

In 1870,

© ELLA with Mrs. Marhn




The Fourth of «July

Independence Day is an American holiday
celebrated each year on July 4t. Best known
today for fireworks, barbeques, and parades, this
special day actually started almost 250
years ago.

History of July 4t _ it o

e A Ra A ; led b Declaralion of

r.1 .e eginning, America was.ru ed by Independence
Great Britain. On July 4th, 1776, America’s founders
came together to approve the Declaration of Independence. This
important document was created because Americans wanted to be
free from Great Britain. On this day, America’s founders said the
nation was its own country and would no longer follow the rules of

the British king.

Four days later (July 8, 1776) the
Declaration of Independence was read for the
first time in public. One year after the

hilf N declaration was approved, the first Fourth of
July ceIebratlon was held in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. The city rang
bells loudly and launched fireworks. Almost 100 years later, in 1870,
the American government named the Fourth of July a national
holiday.

Fourth of July Today

Fourth of July is celebrated across the
United States today as a day of American pride.
Families and friends gather for barbeques and picnics. Patriotic
parades and activities can be found across all 50 states. American
flags are hung and people proudly wear red, white, and blue. Bands
play music and firework displays light up the night sky.

Did you know?
Almost 150 million hot
dogs are eaten on July 4th,

Understanding Key Ideas and Details

What is this article mostly about?

Key Vocabulary

What is the meaning of patriotic?

What clues support your inference?

q Multiple. Ghoice

Which detail explains why Independence Day is celebrated on July 4th?

a. Independence Day is an American holiday celebrated each year on July 4t,
b. The city rang bells loudly and launched fireworks.

c. Almost 100 years later, in 1870, the American government named the Fourth of

July a national holiday.

d. On this day, America’s founders said the nation was its own country and would
no longer follow the rules of the British king.

Independence Day Timeline

In 1776, Then,
—

In 1870, Today,
—
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Thank you for downlodding this freebie!

Like this product? It is part of a 10-pack of nonfiction reading passages!
Get it here: Summer Differentiated Nonfiction Passages

Follow me on Teachers Pay Tedachers to stay up to date with my newest resources!

: This download entitles you (the original purchaser) fo ONE user license. This resource may not be edited or
reproduced without permission from its creator, ELA with Mrs. Martin. Thank you so much for valuing my work. i

If you have any questions or feedback to share, send me an email anytime!

ELAwithMrsMartin@gmail.com
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= Olip Art is credited above, is public domain, or is created by me. Al photographs are public: domain

: (paxels.com, pixabay.com, https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/deed.en),

GNU Free Documentation License, Version 1.2, https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0/,

: https://creativecommons.org/publicdomain/zero/1.0/deed.en of Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 International License.
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